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The Mediterranean was on the left. The crescent-
shaped harbour on our right, its shore line curving to flank
this side with the high Spanish hills of Algeciras. This is
not a very long peninsula ; a flat, marshy strip, a little over
a mile long and only seven hundred yards wide. At the end
stands the Rock of Gibraltar.
Gibraltar, of course, was known in ancient days as the
Pillars of Hercules, for so many hundreds of years the edge
of the world and the limit of safety for the Greeks and
Romans who went down to their sea in ships.
The allusion to Pillars seems natural when you approach
the land side of the Rock. It is only the odd perspective of
the Prudential advertisement which gives the impression of
a single dominant point. Gibraltar is a rectangular range,
two and a half miles long, pressing skyward in five great
peaks. Rock Gun Point, Monkey's Alameda, and O'Hara's
Tower, as they are now called, are all over thirteen hundred
feet high. Middle Hill and Signal Station are only slightly
less.
The name Gibraltar itself is romantic, goes back to the
early days of the Christian era. The Arab invader, Tariq
ben Zaid, with doubtful modesty, named it in honour of
himself. Gibraltar is a corruption of Jebel Tariq, Mount
Tariq. To safeguard this outpost, for his base was in
Africa, he built a stronghold half-way up the northern
face. This stands there to-day, known as the Moorish
Castle.
In the early part of the fourteenth century the site was
captured by Spain, only to be lost again to the Moors. By
the middle of the fifteenth century it was recaptured, and
remained solidly in Spanish hands. The Rock was the per-
sonal property of the powerful Duke of Medina-Sidonia for
thirty years, until it was incorporated into the Bang's
domains.
The Spanish fortified the Rock. Later they employed
for the purpose the great Scotch engineer, Daniel Speckle
who made this work the masterpiece of his life. These
fortifications stood for two hundred years, and then fell to
the British.                                               .
The British flag was hoisted by Admiral Sir George
Rooke, With British and Dutch forces in the war of the